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Teen Opportunity for Civic Discourse Training  

 
K-State Research and Extension’s state 4-H team and local Wildcat District have teamed up with 
the Institute for Civic Discourse and Democracy (ICDD) to provide an interactive virtual 
leadership training focused on facilitation and deliberation skills. Open to any youth ages 13-18, 
the two-part series will be held online the week before Thanksgiving, Nov. 16, and Nov. 18, 
from 5:30 – 7:30 p.m. each evening. There is no cost, and all active participants will become 
ICDD certified facilitators upon competition. 
 
“This is the perfect opportunity for teens before the holidays when we often have those 
passionate conversations about difficult topics with our friends and families,” said Frances 
Graves, Wildcat District Director. “Teens will learn active facilitation skills for transforming 
complicated issues into safe spaces for thoughtful dialogue rather than debate.” 
 
The capstone to this event allows trainees to practice their facilitation skills during a National 
Issues Forum Community Conversation. Wildcat District teens were surveyed and chose “What 
is the 21st Century Mission for our Public Schools?” from a few hot-button issues for this event. 
Participants will discuss and consider three options – whether public schools should focus more 
on preparing students for the workforce, preparing them to be active and responsible citizens, or 
helping them discover and develop their talents. 
 
“Extension has a history of engaging our youth in research-based ideas that help improve the 
lives and livelihoods of their communities,” said Graves. “Youth Corn Clubs at the turn of the 
20th century helped farmers learn and adopt new ways to grow their crops. Now, our youth may 
lead the way in helping heal our 21st century polarization through trainings like this one.” 
 
To register or for more information, visit www.tinyurl.com/2yrs9usf or 
www.wildcatdistrict.ksu.edu or call 620-784-5337. Upon registration, teens will be sent the links 
to the live, interactive online classes. There is a maximum enrollment of 50 students in this 
program. 
 

# # # 
K - State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity provider and employer 

http://www.tinyurl.com/2yrs9usf
http://www.wildcatdistrict.ksu.edu/

