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Understand and Avoi d Potentiall y Invasi ve Plants 
 

Over t he last week, t he Kansas Depart ment of Agricult ure has reported several Kansas resi dents 
recei vi ng unsolicited packages of seed t hat appear to have ori gi nat ed i n China. It is unknown 
what t he seeds are or why t he seeds were sent, but the KDA war ns t o not plant any of t he seeds. 
It is unknown at t his ti me if the seeds are for i nvasive plants, and if they are, there are negati ve 
ecol ogi cal and agricult ural i mplicati ons i n pl anti ng t he m. If you recei ve a si mil ar package, do not 
throw t he seeds away and if they are i n seal ed packagi ng, do not unseal t he packagi ng. Call the 
Kansas Depart ment of Agricult ure at 785-564- 6698 t o file a compl ai nt and get i nstructi ons on 
how t o proceed. Keep shippi ng labels and all ot her relevant packagi ng for docu ment ati on.  
 
Invasi ve pl ants are species t hat are i ntroduced i ntenti onall y or uni nt enti onall y t o a country 
outsi de of t heir nati ve range. Not all introduced plants are i nvasi ve t hough – onl y pl ants t hat 
cause si gnificant ecol ogical or economi c har m are invasi ve. These pl ants t hrive i n t he area t hey 
are i ntroduced due t o a lack of predat ors or pests, fast growt h t hat out paces nati ve pl ants, and t he 
abilit y t o spread rapi dl y, often wit h t he hel p of native herbi vores. Some i nvasi ve pl ant, such as 
Russi an oli ve and garlic must ard, can be used by peopl e and have t heir invasi ve traits reduced. 
Research i nt o t he pot ential i nvasi veness of exotic pl ants is i mport ant when det er mi ni ng ne w 
landscape pl anti ngs. 
 
Pl ants are often i ntroduced for a variet y of reasons. The previ ousl y menti oned garlic must ard 
was i ntroduced from Europe because of its healt h benefits, and i n t he real m of horticult ure, most 
introduced speci es are brought over because of t heir superi or orna ment al traits. Exa mpl es of 
or na ment al introduced plants i ncl ude t he crape myrtle, wei gel as and daylil ys. Some i ntroducti ons 
also serve t o control i ntroduced pl ants, bri ngi ng over a nat ural predat or of t hese pl ants as a 
means of popul ati on reducti on. However, wit h any introducti on, care must be taken t o ensure 
that the i mpact t o nati ve pl ants is mi ni mal or non-existent. 
 
 



Ma ny of t he most common horticult ural pests we see i n t he lawn and garden are t he result of 
uni nt enti onal i ntroducti ons. These speci es often arri ved a mong pl ant shi pment s i n t he earl y 
1900’s before commodity i mports were regul arl y inspect ed. One such pest is the Japanese beetle, 
whi ch is esti mat ed t o have been i mport ed i nt o New Yor k i n a shi pment of irises i n 1912. Today, 
Japanese beetles are present i n 43 of 50 states and are an annual headache for gardeners, 
defoliati ng over 300 species of orna ment al and food producti on pl ants. Dut ch el m disease and 
chest nut bli ght are t wo diseases i ntroduced from the eastern he mi sphere t hat ravaged nati ve el m 
and chest nut trees due t o their lack of i mmune defenses t o t he forei gn pat hogens. Dut ch el m 
disease is esti mat ed t o have killed 40 milli on nati ve el m trees si nce its introducti on, and chest nut 
bli ght is esti mat ed t o have killed 4 billion trees. Because of chest nut bli ght, the Ameri can 
chest nut is now a critically endangered speci es. When sel ecti ng pl ants, understand disease cycl es 
and sympt oms, so t hat you can curb i nfestati ons fro m unwant ed pl ants, pests, and diseases.  
 
For more i nfor mati on, cont act Jesse Gil more, Horticult ure Ext ensi on Agent , at jr637 @ksu. edu. 
(620)724-8233 
 
 

# # # 
 

K - St at e Research and Ext ensi on is an equal opport unity provi der and e mployer 
 

mailto:jr637@ksu.edu

