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Understand and Avoi d Potentially Invasive Hants

Over the last week the Kansas Depart nent of Agriculture has reported several Kansas residents
recei ing unsolicited packages of seed that appear to have orignatedin China. It is unknown
what the seeds are or why the seeds were sent, but the KDA warns to not plant any of the seeds.
It is unknown at this ti ne if the seeds are for invasive plants, and if they are, there are negati ve
ecol ogical and agricultural i nplications in planting them If you recei ve a si mlar package, do not
throwthe seeds away and if they are in sealed packaging do not unseal the packaging Call the
Kansas Depart nent of Agriculture at 785-564-6698 tofile a conplaint and get instructions on
howto proceed Keep shippinglabels and all ather relevant packaging for docunentation

Invasi ve plants are species that are introduced intentionally or unintentionallyto a country
outside of their native range. Not all introduced plants are invasi ve though — onl y plants that
cause significant ecological or economc har mare invasi ve. These plants thrive inthe area they
are irtroduced due to alack of predators or pests, fast grow hthat outpaces native plants, and the
abilitytospread rapidy, often wththe hel p of native herbi vores. Sone invasive plant, such as
Russian dive and garlic mustard can be used by people and have their invasi ve traits reduced
Researchirtothe potential invasi veness of exotic plants isinportant when deter mni ng new
landscape plantings.

Plants are oftenintroduced for a variety of reasons. The previously nentioned garlic nustard
was introduced from Europe because of its health benefits, and inthe real m of horticulture, nost
introduced species are brought over because of their superior ornanental traits. Exanples of
ornanental irtroduced plants include the crape nyrtle weigelas and daylilys. Sone irtroductions
also serve to contra irntroduced plarts, bringing over a natural predator of these plants as a
neans of popul ation reduction However, wth any irtroduction, care nust be takento ensure
that the i npact to native plants is mni nal or non-existert.



Many of the nost common horticultural pests we see inthe lawn and garden are the result of

uni ntentional irtroductions. These species often arrived anong plant shipnents inthe early
1900’s before comnodity i nports were regularlyinspected (Cnhe such pest is the Japanese beetle,
whi chis esti nated to have beeni nportedinto New Yorkinashipnent of irises in 1912 Today,
Japanese beetles are present in 43 of 50 states and are an annual headache for gardeners,
defoliating over 300 species of arnanental and food production plants. Dutch el mdisease and
chestnut Hight aretwo diseases introduced fromthe eastern he msphere that ravaged native el m
and chestnut trees due totheir lack of i mnune defenses tothe forei gn pathogens. Dutch el m
discase is esti mated to have killed 40 mllion native el mtrees since its introduction, and chest nut
blight is esti nated to have killed 4 billiontrees. Because of chestnut blight, the Anerican
chestnut is nowa critically endangered species. When sel ecting plants, understand disease cycles
and synptons, sothat you can curbinfestations fromunwanted plants, pests, and diseases.

For noreinfor nation contact Jesse Gl nore, Horticulture Extension Agent, at jr637 (dksu edu
(620)724-8233
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